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Disparities Data Discussion Framework
Steering Committee Organizations who signed up for Disparities Data Action Step:
Kansas African American Affairs Commission

DHPF

Representative Delia Garcia, D-Wichita

Kansas Hospital Association

Kansas Health Institute

Kansas Public Health Association

Kansas Association of Local Health Departments

Kansas Health Foundation

Sunflower Foundation

Action Step:  Build on information gathered and lessons learned in minority health disparities project, specifically, identify data inventory, gaps, and opportunities for improved data services by the state’s data resources, particularly related to disparities and underrepresented groups.
Data Gaps/Opportunities identified through minority health disparities project:

· Crime, violence

· Injury

· Disease, chronic conditions

· Health risk behaviors on a sub-state level

· Timely and comprehensive access to cancer data for special studies (improved with cancer data on KIC)
· Hospital discharge (beyond “black”, “white”, “other” – should be more comprehensive now)

· Accurate Hispanic ethnicity from multiple sources (improved with new birth and death certificates)

· Native American, Asian, Pacific Islander

· Ongoing, reliable source for health care coverage, access to care

· Health outcomes by socioeconomic indicators

· Technical assistance, easy access of data for community/interest groups
· Others?

Discussion

Action Step:  Promote routine data collection of at least race, ethnicity, primary language, place of birth, disability status, and income level on all data gathered among Kansas residents. 
Develop an operational definition for each standard data element to be adopted by the state-level data governing entity(s) and used on data gathered among Kansas residents.
Discussion
1. By what means would routine data collection be promoted?  Incentives?  Mandates?  

2. What data set(s) should we start with?  Targeted short-term?  Long-term?

3. What data resources would be targeted short-term?  Long-term?

Action Step:  Promote use of technology to address data gaps and needs and opportunities to exchange data.

a. Specifically, explore use of technology to improve data collection and dissemination in inner city and rural/frontier areas.

b. Explore use of technology in collecting and exchanging data by state agencies and sovereign nations.

c. Ensure that data needs related to underrepresented groups, disparities issues, and sovereign nations are being included in the Kansas data warehouse project. Draw on lessons learned and successes from other states (e.g., MN, IL, UT, NY, MI) implementing data warehouse projects.  
d. Identify successful community-based data sharing projects and apply best practices and lessons learned to state-level data sharing.
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